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LONDON FOR AMBASSADOR BOWDLER 
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TAGS: SF US PINT 

SUB J : FALSE ALLEGATIONS THAT US CONSUL'S WIFE 
PARTICIPATED IN CAPE DEMONSTRATION 

REF: CAPE TOWN 1188 (NOTAL) 

1 . UNDERSTAND US MEDIA HAVE PICKED UP REPORTS 

THAT MRS. JUDITH WILLIAMS, WIFE OF US CAPE TOWN CONSUL 
THOMAS WILLIAMS, WAS PART OF GROUP OF WHITES WHO APPEARED 
AT MODDERDAM SQUATTER CAMP YESTERDAY AUGUST 10 WITH THE 
INTENTION OF OBSTRUCTING DEPARTMENT OF WORKS DEMOLITION OF 
SQUATTER SHACKS (REFTEL). 

2. WHILE MRS. WILLIAMS WAS AT MODDERDAM YESTERDAY MORNING, 
SHE WENT THERE INDEPENDENTLY ON HER OWN INITIATIVE TO OFFER 
ASSISTANCE TO A FAMILY OF HER ACQUAINTANCE IN CONNECTION 
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WITH FAMILY'S FORCED MOVE. MRS. WILLIAMS HAS BEEN SEEKING 
TO AID THE SQUATTERS AND RECENTLY TOOK IN INFANT QUAD- 
RUPLETS OF ONE FAMILY UNTIL CAPE TOWN RELIEF ORGANIZATION 
KNOWN AS SHELTER FOUND ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODATION FOR THEM. 
SHE HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED IN THIS EFFORT WITH A MULTIRACIAL 
ORGANIZATION CALLED THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT. MEMBERS OF 
THAT ORGANIZATION MAY HAVE BEEN PART OF THE WHITE GROUP 
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AT MODDERDAM YESTERDAY, BUT MRS. WILLIAMS WAS NOT AMONG THEM. 
SHE WAS NOT PRESENT WHEN THE FRONT-END LOADERS OF THE DEPART- 
MENT OF WORKS ARRIVED SHORTLY AFTER NOON TO BEGIN THE 
DEMOLITION OF SHACKS. (IN FACT. MOST IF NOT ALL OF THE 
GROUP OF WHITES HAD ALSO LEFT BY THAT TIME.) MRS. WILLIAMS 
WAS THEREFORE NOT AT THE CAMP AT THE TIME OF THE CONFRONTA- 
TIONS BETWEEN THE POLICE AND SQUATTERS ATTEMPTING TO 
OBSTRUCT THE DEMOLITION WORK. 

3. SOME SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS REPORTS, UNFORTUNATELY, STATE 
THAT MRS. WILLIAMS WAS PART OF THE GROUP OF WHITE 
DEMONSTRATORS. MOST PAPERS MERELY MAKE A MENTION OF IT, 

BUT THE PRO-SAG ENGLISH-LANGUAGE "CITIZEN" CARRIES THE 
INCORRECT STORY WITH FRONT-PAGE BANNER HEADLINE "US 
CONSUL'S WIFE JOINS CAPE DEMO", AND AFRIKAANS "BEELD" 

EDITORIALLY SUGGESTS AMERICAN AMBASSADOR S RECALL SHOULD 
BE DEMANDED. 

4. THE PRESS ALSO LEARNED OF THE THREATENING CALL CONGEN 
CAPE TOWN RECEIVED EARLY YESTERDAY MORNING (CAPE TOWN 
1186 (NOTAL) AND SUGGESTS A POSSIBLE CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THAT CALL AND THE REPORTS ABOUT MRS. WILLIAMS. 

WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO DETERMINE HOW THE MEDIA LEARNED 
OF THE CALL WHICH WAS MADE HOURS BEFORE ANY OF THE 
ACTIVITY AT MODDERDAM. 
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5. WE HAVE SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT WITH THE DEPARTMENT 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND ARE SEEKING A CORRECTION OF THE 
NEWS REPORTS. 

NELSON 
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